MID-ATLANTIC

drones
Knowledge Elevated

Nelson

night-Flying the
nelson ghost town was
Exhilarating and fun!

Ghost town
midatlanticdrones.com

#NELSONGHOSTTOWN - NIGHT

After flying during the day,
the lure to fly the Ghost Town at
night was almost irresistible.

We left the city at around 8:00 PM
and got to the Ghost Town at 9:00PM.
Pitch black.

After flying during the day, the lure to fly the Nelson Ghost Town at night
was almost irresistible. With the owner’s permission and having paid a
very small fee, I left Las Vegas during the night, the very next day. My
companions were Francis Torres, from Ft Visuals (http://ftvisuals.
com) and Christine Steele, Emmy-Winning artist and good friend
from Steele Pictures (https://www.steelepictures.com/).
We left the city at around 8:00 PM and got to the Nelson Ghost Town at
around 9:00PM. Pitch black. We could see all of the stars, what a night!!
Clear skies, not too cold, not windy
and down-right pleasant. I wasn’t
even worried about snakes or ghosts
(was warned about both of those).
We set up our FoxFury lights,
courtesy of my super-generous and
great friend Maria Cugini. Without
FoxFury, this whole expedition would
not have been possible, as I came
to Las Vegas completely unprepared
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The place didn’t look like anyone
lived there, but sure enough,
some of the houses are occupied!
to shoot at night – All I had were 2 cube-shaped lights. Luckily,
the FoxFury team was at the NAB Conference and could lend us
a couple of lights. These lights, the Nomads, saved our collective
behinds. They were powerful, balanced, and illuminated us the
whole time. I own a couple of them for my work at home, and
cannot recommend them enough! For more information
please visit their website at https://www.foxfury.com/
At this point it may be good to clarify, that I have a waiver to
shoot at night; all I need are anti-collision lights, visible for
3 Statute Miles (which I had), a walk-through during the day
(which I had done the day before), and an illuminated landing
area (which we had thanks to FoxFury Lights).
I was well aware about how high I needed to fly and where I
could fly to avoid wires, and with a plan, took off and got the 2
crashed planes that were there. Then we set up to do some long
exposure work. Francis Torres brought his DSLR, and set his
camera’s exposure for 10 seconds. I illuminated the planes using
my 2 cube-shaped lights set to half their power. It took several
tries, but we got cool shots!
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Time to move to the other side of the town. We set up
and illuminated this old car and I took several stills and
videos of it. After I was happy with what I got, we set up
to do some long exposure shots of a big barn nearby.
Using the FoxFury lights, I reminded myself where the
wires and cables were and we set to take the images.
I set the cube-shaped lights to their full power as this
building is much larger than the planes, and then, I tool
off. After several tries, we hit jackpot! In this image, you
can see the glow of Las Vegas in the background and you
can see Christine, who was gracious enough to be our
model for the shot. The exposure was set for 20 seconds.
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All in all a great experience.
Definitely a collaboration piece.

All in all a great experience. Definitely a
collaboration piece – This would not have
been possible without FoxFury Lights,
Francis Torres, Christine Steele, and of
course, myself, from Mid-Atlantic Drones.
I cannot wait to go back to Las Vegas and
hit the Nelson Ghost Town at night again.
This time I will come prepared and with
a plan! In the meantime, I will practice
these long-exposure shots with client
work, and just for fun!
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For more on our night
flights and many other topics,
please visit www.midatlanticdrones.com
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